
 
 

 

Course title Canine Nutrition 

Course Code CCAN-103 

Course type Required  

Level Diploma 

Year / Semester 1st Year / 1st Semester 

Lecturer TBA 

ECTS 6 Periods / Week 3  Practical / Week N/A 

Aims of the Course This module focuses on the essential principles of canine 

nutrition, emphasizing the importance of a well-balanced diet 

for a dog's health and longevity. Students will explore the 

nutritional requirements of dogs at different life stages, 

understand the impact of diet on overall well-being, and learn 

to evaluate and recommend appropriate diets for specific 

canine needs. 

Learning Outcomes By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Comprehend the nutritional needs of dogs.  
2. Explain how nutrients support various physiological 

functions and energy requirements in dogs. 
3. apply knowledge of dietary requirements across life 

stages. 
4. Identify and address nutritional disorders and 

deficiencies. 

Prerequisites NONE Core Prerequisites NONE 

Course Content 1. The basic nutritional needs of dogs, including 
macronutrients (carbohydrates, proteins, and fats) and 
micronutrients (vitamins and minerals). 
2. The dietary requirements of dogs at different life stages, 
such as puppies, adult dogs, and senior dogs. 
3. Common nutritional disorders and deficiencies in dogs 
and their associated symptoms. 
4. Commercial dog food products based on nutritional 
content, ingredient quality, and labeling information. 
5. Food labels and understand the significance of guaranteed 
analysis, ingredient lists, and feeding guidelines. 
6. The benefits and drawbacks of different feeding methods, 
such as dry kibble, wet food, raw diets, and homemade 
meals. 
7. Dietary considerations for dogs with specific health 
conditions, such as allergies, obesity, or gastrointestinal 
issues. 



 
 

 

8. The concept of dietary supplements for dogs and when 
they may be necessary or beneficial. 
9. How to develop balanced and customized diets for dogs 
based on individual needs and circumstances. 
 

Course Delivery The course is delivered through lectures, discussion, 

assignments, presentations, case studies and laboratory 

applications. 

Bibliography Boyd,J. (2023). Canine Nutrition: Food Feeding and Function. 

The Crowood Press 

Davies, R.H., Lawes, J.R. and Wales, A.D. (2019), Raw diets for 

dogs and cats: a review, with particular reference to 

microbiological hazards. J Small Anim Pract, 60: 329-339. 

Evaluation 50 % Final Exam 

0 – 40 % Mid –Term / Tests / Quizzes 

0 – 30 % 

0 – 20 % 

Assignments / Projects 

Homework 

0 – 10 % Class Attendance & Participation 

Estimated student’s work time distribution in hours: 

Contact hours Student’s private time 

Lecture 39 Private study 39 

Mid-Term 

Test 

1 Homework / 

Assignments / Projects 

42 

Final Exam 2 Test preparation 9 

  Final Exam Preparation 18 

Total: 42 Total: 108 
 

Language of instruction ENGLISH 

 
 
  


